We are not very often informed about the measures taken by a polis to honour a Roman dignitary in as much detail as we find in the inscription AE 1996. 1359 = SEG 45. 985.
every conceivable way. As was typical for a face-to-face society, they wanted to present him with their decisions during a special meeting of the boule and the people in the agora, the fundamental meeting place. He should be invited to this meeting and be escorted to it in a highly formal manner. Among other things, the boule and demos of the city decided to award him the πρ [ε]ν ας π λιτε α (the citizenship rights of a foreign representative) and the right that he, his descendants and last, but not least, his belongings could sail into and out of the territory of the polis in times of war and peace without violation and without a treaty.
If these parts were the only of the inscription to have been preserved, we would date it to the period during which Roman authorities and Greek poleis were equal or almost equal partners: that is, at the latest before the end of the Republican period.
2 At what other time could it be important for a Roman citizen to have a right to sail into and out from the harbour of a Greek polis? And if we consult our manuals and encyclopedias, we find this opinion restated. For example, in the Neuer Pauly we find: "Als Mittel der Außenpolitik griech(ischer) Gemeinwesen verlor die p(roxenía) ihre Bed(eutung) im Imperium Romanum" ("As a means of foreign policy of Greek communities, proxenia lost its significance in the Roman empire").
3
But the inscription is dated by the local era and calendar. The date corresponds to the period between March 173 and March 174 A.D. and probably to one of the last months of this period. This means that the inscription was erected during the reign of the emperor Marcus Aurelius and more precisely during his Marcomannic and Sarmatic wars. In addition, the person honoured was not a magistrate of Republican times, but an official typical of the new order of the imperial period, a procurator Augusti. As for the whole inscription, these surprising facts have been ignored by almost the whole scholarly world. Perhaps a more meaningful discussion of the questions posed by this extraordinary inscription has been hindered by the fact that almost all of the articles dealing with this inscription were written in Russian-a language with an even more restricted scholarly audience than German-
